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tbat the said masters and fellows of 
the foresaid guild of merchants, or 
as many of them as shall be living, 
or alive, or the greater part of them, 
upon Monday next after the feast 
of St. Michael the arch-angel next 
ensuing the date of these presents, 
and so, upon every other monday 
next following after the feast of St. 
Michael the arch angel every other 
year for ever, may be able to cause 
two of the more honest and discreet 
and fit raerchants of the foresaid 
guild, to be masters of the guild of 
the mereliauts afoiesaid, from one 
whole year to continue from the 
^resaid Monday next avid immediate- 
ly followirt'g the feast of St. Michael 
the arch angel aforesaid, and that 
niav be able to create and constitute 
them, l)eing so chosen masters of 
the guild of merchants aforesaid, 
from one year from thence next fol- 
lowing, and as often as it jbail hap- 
pen tliat the foresaid two masters of 
the guild of merchants aforeaaid, 
or either of them for the time being, 
before the end of the year after any 
such their election, to die from his 
or tlieir offices of the masters of the 
guild, for any cause by resignation 
to be deprived or removed, then we 
will, and by these presents for us, 
our heirs and successors, grant unto 
the foresaid mayor, shcrifls, bur- 
gesses, and commonalty of the fore- 
said town, and to their successors, 
that the said fellows or brethren of 
the said guild of merchants, and 
jhcir successors, or the greater part 



of thetn, within eight days next 
and imqiediately following the death 
of rfny masters, or either of theju, 
or after the remoting or departing 
of any such masters, or either of 
them, to be able and of ppvver to 
appoint and. choose one other, or 
two others, as necessity shall require, 
of the same fellows or brethren of the 
guild ofraerchants, to be masferorma- 
sters of the said guild qf merchants for 
the residue of the said y ear,and that all 
and every snch masters aforesaid, 
and their successors, from lime to 
tirne may be able to make, consti- 
tute, establish, create or grant all 
and all viianner of rules, statutes, 
laws, arts, and ordinances, for the 
common profit of the same guild, 
and for the better ruling and go- 
verning of the same, so often as it 
shall seem convenient or needful 
unto thtjm, and for the executiii<v the 
said statutes, rules, laws, arts, and 
oidinanees, to impose reasonable 
fines and amercements upon all and 
every person and persons, which 
shall presume to contemn either the 
said statutes, or «iiher of them, and 
to lake and convert all avid everV 
such fines and amercements to then- 
own proper use, without rendering 
any account to us, oar heirs, or su> - 
eessors for the same, so as such 
rales, constitutions, laws, and or- 
dii:ances, be not contrary or repug- 
nant to oar laws, customs and sta- 
tutes of our realm of Ireland. 
(To be continued.) 
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A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF THE LtFE 
OF ANDREW MAHVFLL, :• EMBER FOR 
KINOSTON UPON HULL, IN SEVERAL 
PABHAMENTS, IJRAW.N V? JPliOM »- 
RIGINAL DOCCMEJiTS. 



Extracted from an accmtnt published 

ir. the London Monthly Magazine. 
TT is hoped that the sound patvio- 
■*■ tism of the subject of this me- 
moir, and his history being liitU 



206 



Memoir of Andrew Marvell. 



[March. 



known, wil! plead our excuse for 
borrowing from a contemporary 
print. In the present day. so re- 
markable for wide spreading pro- 
fligacy and corruption, and in which 
instances of unbending integrity are 
so rare, it may he useful to hold 
up such inflexible characters to view, 
that if they do not stimulate, they 
may shame the present age. 
" But whether Fate, or Art, untwin'd hit 

thread. 
Remains in doubt. Fame's lasting register, 
ShaU leave his name enroll'd as great as 

those, 
■Who, at Philippi, for their country fell." 

The name of this accomplished 
man, and incorruptible citizeaj still 
stands high in the estimation of the 
nation, and will continue to be res- 
pected, while public virtue can in- 
terest the feelings, or private gra- 
titude actuate the heart, of an Eng- 
lishman. Few persons, however, are 
acquainted either with his merits, or 
his history. It is mit the fashion of 
the present day to make either cu- 
rious, or elaborate eniiuiries respect- 
ing the ornaments of an age, that 
lias passed away ; and the biogra- 
phical dictionaries of a former pe- 
riod are filled with very inaccurate 
accounts of the subject nf the pre- 
sent memoir. Indeed, his life, and 
works are included, and, it might 
lie fairly atided, entombed, in three 
\mize quarto volumes ; so that no 
one but a literary pioneer would be 
Vemptedto dig into such a mass, for 
the entertainment and instruction, 
either of himself, or others. Res- 
pect, however, tor the memory of 
this great m»n, has produced the 
following attempt, to cnnvey an 
idea both of his character and his writ- 
ings. 

Andrew Marvell was born at 
Kingston-upon-Hull, November 15, 
1620. Hisfather, the Bev. Andrew 
Marvell, born in Cambridgeshire, 
completed his studies at Emanuel 



College, Cambridge, where he ob- 
tained the degree of master of arts, 
in 100.3. He was afterwards elected 
master of the public grammar school, 
in Kingston-upoD-HuU, and became 
lecturer of trinity church, in 1624: 
he is denominated " the facetiotis 
calvinisticftl . iniiuster," by Echard. 
At the time of thp great pls^ne,* 
he displayed great firmness of niimi, 
&c. notwithstanding the burial-ser- 
vice had been long disused, he nol_ 
only ventured to read it, on the death 
of Mr. Ramsdeo, the mayor, but 
also preached an excellent funeral 
sermon at the same time. 

In the year 1640, an unhappy e- 
vent put an end to his days, he hav- 
ing been drowned in the Ilumbtr, 
while crossing in a small boat to 
Barrow, in Liticolnshire, with a 
yotnig couple, who were going to be 
married, A few minuies anterior 
to this fatal event, as if conscious of 
his danger, he called out to some of 



his friends who were walking 



up- 



on the quay, in the following whim- 
sical manner : " Ho ! ho I for hea- 
ven, ay, ho f" and immediately 
threw his gold-headeil cane on shore, 
which he recommended to be de- 
livered to his son. 
J That son after having reaped the 
benefit of his instructions, was theti 
resident at the university of Cam- 
bridge, whither he had been sent at 
the age of fifteen ; having been ad- 
mitted a student at Trinity college, 
in 1635. He bad already beguu I* 
distinguish himself, by the earl v de- 
velopement of his talents, when 
he was inveigled to Londoq, 
by the Jesuits, who were ambi- 
tious of making such a proselyte.?— 
The parent, whose sudden and me- 
lancholy catastrophe has been just 
mentioned, followed him thither, » 
short time anterior to his unhappy 
fate, and finding his son, by acci- 
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dent, in a bookseller's-tfaop, prevail- 
ed upoQ him to return to bis stu- 
dies. , ^ 

Whether he now reptiied to Roll, 
to take possession of the prdperiy 
left him by his father, is not knovrn ; 
but it is certain, that •ooH aftfer; he 
and four other students htviog *•»- 
sen^d themselves from their exer- 
cises, it was resolred on the 'Sit b 
of September, 1641, " to refuse them 
the, benefits of the college.*' The 
following is the entry ; " ft i« a> 
greed by the master and senior*, 
tfcatMr. tarter, Dominus Wakefield, 
Dominus Marvell, Dominus Water- 
house, and Dominus Mage, in re> 
gard that some of these are reported 
to be married, and the others look 
not after their dm/et nor *Kts, shall 
receive no more benefit irom the 
college, and shall be out of their 
places, unless they she<r just cause 
to the college, fur the contrary, in 
thix'e months." 

Whether Mr. Marvell obeyed this 
-summons, does not now appear ; 
hut certain it is, that the charge does 
great credit to the vigilance of those 
who presided over this institution, 
and we hav« only to lament, that in 
all probability tthe same degree of 
strictness is not practised at the pre- 
sent day. Certain it is, that he was 
afterwards reproached by one of his 
antagonists, for having been expell- 
ed ; but it is at the same time clear, 
not only fib n the register, but the 
evidence of the late Dr. Michael 
Lort, who searched the books, that 
no graver cause was adduced *■ 
gainst him than negligence. 

Having left Cambrid^, about the 
year 16+2, when he was twenty-two 
years of age, Andrew Marvell soob 
aher commenced his travels through 
Holland, France, and Italy. In the 
last of these countries, he' is suppos- 
ed to have seen, and to have cul- 
tivated the friendship of the itlustri- 
u>H Milton, during their residence 

■ELFUST MAC. NO. J^XXII. 



at Rome. Of bis advei^tores nothiog 
has been transit) itted j unless, fai*.JI^ 
tack on tancelot Joseph de Hadi^ta, 
an Abbot, of a whimsical character, 
then residing at I'aqs ; to w'jtOBi \» 
addressed a satirif^al epistle, witb 
the following superscription : 

riiustrifiii90,V'irD Dwmino Lanoi^ 
kMo JoseplSie ^^Jilaniban, (ir^Miunata- 
maoti.*' Hating pietemded jjo dif- 
cover the charactef^ ni ^mxft 
whom be had never s«en, m4 fven 
to prognosticate their good or iU 
fortune, from a mere view of t^ir 
hand writing ; these .ridicnlpu| pre- 
tensions very justly laid bint,opff-t^ 
the chastisemeot of a pen well versieid 
in the I^tin language, aa4 to the 
ridicule of a man who had iong de- 
tested imposture of every kind.,. 

From this time until 1653, during 
the long interval of twelve years, a 
hiatus unhappily takes place in th^ 
memoir. Cruuiwell, who waa io^ 
protector, first employed Irbe ftub]- 
ject of it, as private tutor to I^r. |)hV 
ton, his nephew ; and be afVanrnds 
became one of the secretarifea to 
that celebrated stateditwa ^in ge- 
neral. 

" I never had aoy, not tW,rjin|iot- 
est relation to public matters," says 
he, in the second part of the Re- 
hearsal transposed, " nor corrsepon- 
dence with .the persons then predomi- 
nant, till the vear 1657, when in- 
deed, I entered into au employ pient, 
for which I was not altogether im- 
proper, and which I considered to 
be the most innocent and ihoffitifisive 
towards his Majesty's affairs, of any 
ia that usurped government, to 
which all meil were then expoeed." 

As the protector died at White- 
hall, September 3d, ld58> t^bojit a 
year after his preferment,'Mr. Mar- 
veH could not have otit«iti«d mucfa 
ti^ealth fCCHn ah employment a^ a 
Latin secretary, which, like, afl o- 
ther^t at that period, W34 prebsMy 
far from beinf profiti^Ie. Inde&U, 
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the honour of having Milton for his 
coadjutor, was perhaps the most a- 
greeable circumstance annexed to 
the employment. 

In the course of the sanie year, 
however, he was elected one of the 
burgesses, then returned to serve in 
parliament, for the borough of King- 
ston-upon-Hull. From that moment 
he considered it as a bounden duty, 
to transmit an account of all the 
proceedings in the house of Commons 
to his constituents; but the collec- 
tion hitherto published, does not 
roramence earlier than November 
17th, 1660. 

"From this period," says Cap- 
tain Edward Thompson, the com- 
piler of the grand ito edition, pub- 
lished in 1776, "Mr. Marvel! comes 
forward in his patriot and parliamen- 
tary character, and with more dig- 
nity, honour, sense, genius, fortitude, 
virtue, and religion, than ever mix- 
ed up in one poan, ancient or mo- 
dern. There is not an action of his 
life that deserves the b'ot of censure ; 
the part he took, was most honou- 
rable to himself, and useful to his 
country; and though virtue vvas e- 
ver put to the blush by flattery, yet 
he maintained his sincerity unseduc- 
ed, when truth, and chastity, were 
crimes in the lewd circle of Charles' 
syren court ; where in poverty he 
held up the greatness of his soul, in 
spite of the cold disadvantages of a 
narrow fortjine, and the artful lures 
and temptations of the most agreea- 
be devils, possessed of more than 
the golden apples. Nor were spi- 
rits inactive to reduce such virtues, 
which might have been made so 
useful to the prostituted purposes of 
that prostituted court. 

" Tempt not, he said, and stood : 

" But Satan, smitten with amazement fell!" 

In the first parliament, which 
met before the restoration, (April 25, 
1660) Mr. Marvel! vyas a constant at- 



tendant. In the course of his cor- 
respojidence, he exhibits a determin- 
ed enmity to the keeping up of a 
standing army, which he wishes to 
be speedily eJCchanged for a mi- 
litia. 

" I doubt not, ere we rise," says 
he, ill a letter to his constituents, "to 
see the whole army disbanded ; and 
according to the act, hope to see 
your town once more ungarrisoned ; 
in which I should be glad, and hap- 
py to be instrumental to the utter- 
most ; for I cannot but remember, 
though then a child, those blessed 
days, when the youth of your towij 
were trr.ined for yiar militia; and 
did, methotight, become their arm$ 
much better than any soldiers that I 
have seen there since." 

Soon after this he evinced his jea- 
lousy of " that iTianjr-headed mon- 
ster, the £xcjVc;" and we find him 
nearly at the same time, thanking 
his constituents for a present of a 
cask of ale, the quantity of which," 
he observed, " was so great, that it 
might make sober men forgetful." 

In I66'2, Mr. Mary ell appears to 
have repaired to Ilc>llaii<l, on which 
occasion. Lord Bellasis, who was 
high steward of Hull, and deputy 
governor, uii<!er the Duke of Mon- 
mouth, emfiloyed Sir Robert HihU 
yardto notify this circumstance to bis 
constituents, with a view of i):(!uo- 
ing them to proceed to a new elec- 
tion. On thi.'i a letter was despatch- 
ed to their member, ordering him 
peremtoriiy to return, which requi- 
sition he accordingly complied with 
a short time after. 

A few months posterior to this,, 
with tne consent of his constituents, 
he accompanied his friend, Lord 
Carlisle, who had been appointed 
ambassador extraordinary to Mus- 
covy, Sweden, and Denmark, in the 
capacity of secretary, and remained 
abroad near- t«o years. On his re« 
turn, wc finding him attending- tb« 
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parliament at Oxford ; and waiting 
6n the Duke of Monmouth, with a 
congratulatory letter, and a present 
of gold, from the corporation. On 
this occasion, the latter, after pay- 
ing many compliments to Mr. M, 
endeavoured to prevail on him, to 
nccept of the " six broad pieces," 
which he, however, refused, with 
his usual disinterestedness. 

After the prorogation of parlia- 
ment, in November, 1675, the sub- 
ject of this memoir, demands instruc- 
tions on the part of bis Constituents. 
"I desire," says he, "that you will 
consider, whether there be any thing 
that particularly relates to the state 
of your town ; and I shall strive to 
proiaote it, to I he best of my duty ; 
and in the more general concerns of 
the nation, shall maintain the same 
iiicwrupt m4nd, 'and clear consci- 
ence, far from faction, or any self- 
ends, which by the grace of God, 
1 have hitherto preserved." He was 
so attentive to his political commu- 
nications, that each letter contained 
ft minute narrative of parliamenta- 
ry business. Such was his diligence 
too, that he says, " he sits down to 
■write at six in the evening, though 
he had not eat since the day before 
at noon ; and that it had become 
habitual to him, to write to them e- 
very post, during the sitting of par- 
liament." 

"It was not his duty there," says 
liis biographer, " which wholly en- 
gro?sed his mind : for the number- 
less pieces of prose and verse, which 
hethsew out, were of excellent use, 
and had great effect upon the peo- 
ple's minds; and must have taken 
adealof time in the composition. — 
I cannot find, by any writings, that 
he ever spoke in the house; the 
journals thereof, make no mention 
of any speech of his ; but by his 
»wn account, he always made notes 
of what passed ; and by his inde- 
fatigable couduct otherivise, he ob- 



tained a great ascendency over the 
minds of the members. Though 
the power of the court had not 
influence over his virtue, yet the 
good sense of Prince Rupert was 
conspicuous, in making him hts 
friend ; for when Mr. Marvell's 
name became the hatred of that par- 
ty, which he ever attacked with un- 
remitting keen satire, and it became 
dangerous for him to appear abroad. 
Prince Rupert would be led by his 
good understanding, privately to the- 
apartments of Mr. Marvell : so, 
whenever his Royal Highness vot-. 
ed on the side of Mr. Marvell, which- 
he often did, it was the observation 
of the adverse folks, " that he had 
been with his tutor." 

" The severe tracts, which he was 
continually publishing against the 
state, and popery, and the inflam- 
matdrv literary fight which he had 
with Parker, and others, often made 
his life in danger ; but no bribes, 
no offers of fortune, or situation, 
though so very contrary to his pri- 
vate interest, could make him swerve 
from the virtuous path he had first 
set out upon, and in which he con- 
tinued to walk invariably to the last. 
A man of such excellent parts, and 
facetious converse, could not be un- 
known to Charles U. who loved the 
company of wits so much, that be 
would suffer the severest jokes, ra- 
ttier than not enjoy them. Mr. 
Marvell had been honoured with an 
evening's entertainment by his ma- 
jesty, who was so charmed with the 
ease of his manners, the soundness 
of his judgement,and thenimbleness 
of his wit, that the following morn- 
ing, toshewbim his regard, he .sent 
th«( Lord Treasurer, Danby, to wait 
upon him, with a partiQular message 
from binjself. 

" His lordsliip, with some diiS- 
culty, found his elevated retraat, 
which wa* in a second Hoot, in a 
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ceart in the i^rsod. Lord Banby from 
the danrkbessof the ^frease/ and the 
Aarfown«s!i thereof, at>ruptly burst 
©pen the door, and suddenly enter- 
ed the mom, vr herein he found Mv> 
Marvel) writing. Astonished at the 
sight of so noble and so uncx- 
pectfsd a fisitor, he asked his lordship 
-Vrith a smile, if he bad not mistook 
hi** way. " No," replied my lord, 
with a bow, not since I have ibobd 
Mp. Marvell; contiRtimg, that he 
eame wiitb a ine9sa£;e from the king, 
'(vbo H'JBbed to d» him some ngnal 
»er*i*t'e, to testify his high opinion 
of bis merits. He replied, with hi» 
f^sual p4easafi^y, that Iciogs had it 
n%t in their power to serve btm ', 
he had no void left ach»ng in his 
brea«t: bat bee»B>e in««» serioosy 
be 9p9«red his Im^iip, that he was 
highly sensible of this mark, of bis 
ntajerity's a(fecfio»f b«t he knew 
too well the nature of co^vts, to ac- 
cept of Ifavours, which were expected^ 
»o bind a man in'tbechaMis of tbeir 
interest, whirb his spirit of freedom 
ajid rinjqjendeuce woeH not sqfter 
him to embrace. To t«^ a place at 
the bands- of bis mat^esty, would be 
proving biwi guilty of the first aiir; 
mgratitade if he Voted against hiw; 
and if be went in the smooth stream 
of his intereist, it might be doing 
injustice to bis conMry. aiid bis eoR-' 
sx-itBce: be therefore befged tfcat 
his majesty wewld allow inta to en- 
joy a state of liberty, and to esteem 
him more bis faitbM and dotifnl 
subject, and more in the true inte- 
rest of his welfare, by the refn^l ef 
his monificence, than if he had 
embraced his royal bounty-' These 
royal ofiers proving vain,"Lord Dari- 
by b«!jan to assure him, that the 
king had ordered bim a tboosand 
guineas, which he buped /he wonld 
beple^isedto receive, till he would 
i)ring his mind to accept something 
better, aiid more durable- At this 
Mr. Marveii renewed bis u6u»^ 



Rmile, and said, 'Surely, my g-nod 
loFd, you do not mean to treat me 
ludicnMisly, by these munificent of- 
fers, which Seem- to interpret a po- 
verty on my part^ Pray, nly lord 
treasurer, do these apartments wear 
in tb« least the air ot need ? And as 
for my living, that is plentiful and 
good, whicb you sImUI hitve bom 
the mouth of the servant : — 

^ Pray what Bad t to &mer yesterday Y 
" A shoulder of ni*tt<Hi, sir." "And 
what do you allow mrto>^y f •• tbe rc^ 
mainder hashed." 

' And to-morrow, my lord Danbj-, 
I sbaH have the sweet blade-bone 
broiled ; and when your lordship 
nmkes bonoorahle mention' of my 
eook aad my diet, I am sure his ma- 
jesty wril be too tender in future to at- 
tempt to brilse a man wkh eoldett ap- 
ples.who lives so well oi»ihe viaixi^i of 
his native couirlry 1' 

The lord treasurer, owable to with- 
stand this. Withdrew wilb smiles • 
and Mr. Mar\-ei(, sent to has book- 
seller for the loan of one guinea.-- 
No Roman virtve ever. surpassed thit 
temperance ; nor can gold bribe any 
man that is not br%«d with luxu- 
ry ; and with Doctor Samnel Joim- 
soB,* allow me to repeat these goprf 
werds, which the temptation of a 
pension would not stifier him to a- 
dopt : " N» roaB> whose appetites 
are hi» masters, can perform the du- 
ties of his- nfture with strictness aijd 
regularity ; he that wotild be supe- 
rior to interpal inflnencei must first 
become superior to his own pas- 
sions." 

That such a man should hare ene- 
mies is not t6 be wondered at by 
those who know the world ; aitd 
that they should be bitter, cruef, 
and inveterate, will not surprise any 
one, who is acquainted with tbe 
history of that prt^igate and flagi- 
tious- reigi», during which be flou- 

'^ I ■ ■■ ■ « '■ * I I II 
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Marvell was fond of 
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Fished. Mr. . 

residing at Higbgate, and this cir- 
cumsta.ice appears to have put hi.* 
life ill jeopardy more than oace ; 
for he was frequently threatened with 
murder, ivnd even way-laid. Sir 
John Coventry's nose had been slit, 



while it is evident from' the whole 
tenour of his correspondence, that 
his dispute with his colleague. Co- 
lonel Anthony Gilby, never otice 
betrayed him into any pas3i<>;i3ie 
invective or peevish expression. Me 
wa?, at the same tin»e, a sworn foe 



for his daring to express his mind to flattery, and very cautious, as well 



with freedom ; and a still worse flue 
appeats to have been reserved tor 
the snbject of this memoir, who, fir- 
ed at the indignity committed a- 
gainst a meml>er of parliameiit, had 
formerly lampooned the coavl on 
that very occasion, in some severe 
satirical ' verses, of which the follow- 
ing is the first stanza : 

" I ling^ a rueful ditty. 

Of a wound that long will smart — a ; 
And given (n:iore is the pity) 

In the realms of Migna Charta ; 
Youth, youth, thou hadst been better slain 

By thy foes, 
than live to be hang'd for a nothing— a 
nose !" 

Mr.' Marvell, however, was not a 
TYian of that stamp, to be terrified 
by threats, or even by violence. He 
was accustomed to remark, that be 
was more afraid of killing, than of 
being killed ; and that he was not 
so much in love with life, as to be 
unprepvsred for death. In a letter (o 
a friend, in which he mentions" the 
insuperable hatred of his toes, and 
their designs of murdering him, he 
makes use of the following strou:;' 
expressions, which are here quoted 
in the original, being a language in 
which he excelled, and in which he 
delighted to correspond. 

" Pnelerea magis occidere metuo 
quam occidi : noii quod vitam fanti 
estimem, sed ne imparatns uioriar." 

As he was distinguished for his 
scorn of corruption, on one hand, so, 
on the other, he could never he pj-o- 
voked to revenge by any personal 
resentment. His integrity) even a- 
niiilst distress, has been sufficiently 
evinced by an anecdote, that would 
do honour to any age, or country ; 



as very cipcumspect, in regard to 
his friendships. His enmities wevn 
all generous, for they were of a pub- 
lic nature. He most cordially ha- 
ted and detested those who baselv 
crouched at the feet of power, or 
were the zealots of arbitrary govern- 
inent. Yet even here, the native 
magnanimity of bis disposition was 
evident ; for although he seveielv 
lashed the vices, both public and 
private, of the lascivious .sovereign, 
who then bore sway ; yet he 
could generously praise any of his 
actions which were commendable. 

I lis frienship for, and intimacy 
with, Milton, would alone have serv- 
ed to endear him to a nation, which 
still looks up, witii mingled senti- 
ments of love and admiration, to 
that great oriiameni of English li- 
terature. Nor was ho un nindful of 
his po.sthunK>i>^ reputation ; indeed, 
he assisted in rescuing the poem of 
" Paradise L'Mt,'' the copy-right of 
which had been purchased fdr fif- 
teen pounds, from unmerited obscti- 
riiv ; for it was he and Dr. Barrow, 
by tlitir two ompli nenlary poems, 
in English and Latin, who first un- 
veiled its beauties to the undiscern- 
ing eyes of a heedless public, im- 
mersed, after the example of the 
court, in every species of folly and 
debauchery. 

The member for Hull appears to 
have been particularly severe on 
several of the dignitaries of the An- 
glican church at that day. particu- 
larly Laud, Jnxon, and Wren; and 
whtn it is considered, the [)art acted 
by -some of these, and the mischiefs 
occasioned by their councils, in» 
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censure whateter can attach to him 
on that account. The rupture made 
by them between the Scott-h and 
Charles I. was termed the Bdlum 
Episcopale ; and he thus exjjresses 
himself, on that subject : 

" The friendly loadstone fcas not more cqm- 

bin'dj 
Than bishops eramp'd fhe cominerce of 

nutnMnd i 
Had it not hetu for such, a byass strong, 
Two nations had not mist'd their mark so 

long : 
One king, one faith, one language and one 

isle, 
English and Scotch — ^"tis all but cross and 

pile." 

The following Is a brief account 
and analysis of the works of this 
celebrated man. His letters to his 
constituents, are two hundred and 
fifty-six in number. They com- 
mence, November, 17, 16S0; and 
end, June 6, 1678. The lblio\\ing 
is the address prefixed to the first : 
"To the Right Worshipful William 
Itamsden, Mayor : and the Alder- 
men, his brethren, of Kingston-uf)on- 
Hull ;" and it begins with, " Gen- 
tlemen, my worthy friends." The 
various proceedings in pailiament, 
form the subject of this author's cor- 
respondence ; and as the whole ajj- 
pears to have been written during 
tiie evenings of the respective de- 
bates, while the subject continued to 
make a strong impression on Mr. 
Marvell'smind, they could not fail 
to prove interesting, more especial- 
ly at a period, when the prpceedings 
of the house were not given, either 
w.ith the copiousness» or accaracy, 
that at present distinguish them. 

The tbilowing extract, dated " Lon- 
don, May 25, 1663," will perhaps 
gratify the curiosity of some readers. 

" Yesterday, indeed, was very 
busy with m, upon the commitment 
of the bill for buying and selling of 
offices. The committee, after long 
debate, was ordered to continue the 
rstjospect to all that had been sold. 



since June 29, 16(50. The house 
seems to have thi^ business much at 
heart. We sate, which is unusual 
with us, till six at night ; ordering al- 
so, at last,- a clause to be entered a- 
gaiust buying and selling of honours. 
A committee is also inspecting all 
illegal patents, and grievances to th« 
subject." 

On November 23, 16S7, he write* 
as follows : 

" Three or foure dayesof this week 
have been taken up in examining, 
in ony house^ a matter of bribevy 
to some ot our members; wh«i> m 
the former session, after the prohi- 
bitiou of all French commodities, 
our house was prevailed upon, ne- 
vertheless, to petition the king to 
suffer a great quantity of Frenib 
w!n<?s to be landed, upon pretence 
that the persons concerned had gi- 
ven orders for those wines before the 
prijhibition. 

" The greatest fault herein hath 
been fixt upon Mr. John Ashburn- 
ham, he who belonged to the old 
king. The house \esterday voted, 
that he, having received live hun- 
dred pounds of the French m<ii'chuiit,s, 
had committed an otiem e to the dis- 
honour of this house, and contrary 
to his duty as a member thereot ; 
and afterwards they voted, that he 
be excluded the house ; and a writ 
be issued for electing a new mem- 
ber in hi.? place." 

The followiug passage of a letter, 
dated, April 9, 1070, is curious on 
more than one account. 

" The lords have, as we hear, 
thrown out thst pa;t of our biU 
for shipping, wherein we provided 
against men of war trading in 
merchandize : truly, in an ill sea- 
son, when so many merchants com- 
plain, and -the Turks take prizes irt 
our channel." 

The controversial writings of our 
author are voluminous; and he is 
aiiov\ ed by all his c#ntemp<>ranes t« 
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have exhibited great talents and dex- 
terity. Bishop Buinet, with a cer- 
tain degree of quaitiluess, tenijs hint, 
" the liveliest olroU of the age, who 
wrote in a burlesque strain, but with 
so peculiar and entert;iining a con- 
duct, that from the king down to the 
tradesman, his books wpre read with 
great pleasure." Dean Swift, in the 
Tale of a Tub, pay* a high compli- 
ment to hira, in respect to his litera- 
ry contest with Dr. Parker; for af- 
ter mentioning the short-lived repu- 
tation of the cOmmon answerers of 
books, he adds, " There is indeed 
an exceptioh when any great genius 
thinks jt worth his while to expose 
a foolish piece ; some still read Mar- 
V:eli's answer to Parker with plea- 
sure, though the book it answers be 
sunk long ago." 

The work here alluded to is the 
" Rehearsal Transposed ;" and while 
the controversy was at its height, his 
antagonist, who was then in the fa- 
mily of the Bishop of London, meet- 
ing Mr. Marvell in the street, at- 
tempted to shove hitn from the wall ; 
on which the latter placed his foot 
so as to lay the former sprawling in 
the dirt : at the same time exclaim- 
ing, " Lie there for a son of a 
whore.!" The prelate just alluded 
to, took up this matter with a high 
hand ; but an interview having taken 
place, and cur author being reproach- 
ed by his lordship for the oppro- 
brious language with which he had 
greeted his chaplain, Mr. J^T. jus- 
tified himself, by producing a pas- 
sage of the Doctor's last book ; in 
which he says, '' He is a true son of 
bis mother, the church of England." 
—"But what of that.?" replied the 
Eifhop, " Read a little further on," 
rejoined the member for Hull, "and 
you will find as follows : — The 
church of England has spurned two 
bastards; the Presbyterian?, and the 
congregationals -.—ergo, my loid," 



adds he, " he himself expressly de- 
clares that he is the son of a whore." 

" You are very witty, indeed, Mr. 
Marvell," says the right reverend 
divine ; " but let me intreat you in 
future time to show more reverence 
to the cloth."* 

The next work which we shall 
inention was published just before 
the author's death ; and if we are 
to give full credit to the hints of one 
of his biographers, may possibly 
have hastened that event. It is en- 
titled, "An i?iccountof the growth 
of Popery, and Arbitrary Govern- 
ment in England : more particularly 
from the long prorogation of No- 
vember, lt)7.5, ending the 15th of 
February, 1676, until the last meet- 
ing of parliament, the 1 6th of July, 
1677." Throughout the wholeof this 
publication he commends the origi- 
nal constitution of the government, 
and considers popery as synonimou* 
with arbitrary power.f He accord- 



♦ This »l cry may betaken as a specimen 
of the coarse wit of that age, but" which 
more correct manners of a polished period 
show in its proper deformity. In point of 
good manners, at least this age is improv. 
ed, and on this account, we are intitled to 
credit.— ('A M. M.J 

f It is requested, that no one will think 
that because we insert from the original 
account Btrong expressions, that therefore, 
we sanction illiberal aspersions against our 
catholic brethren. The age of Charles II. 
was a period in which the various sects 
indulged in a rancorous manner of expres- 
sion against each other, and in many ca- 
ses their dissentions arose more from poli- 
tical than theological causes, for ia*that 
day the discovery does not appear to have 
been generally made, on any side, that » 
■variety of opinions on the subject of re- 
ligion, does not necessarily weaken a state, 
or that professors of a different faith may 
not live together as fellow citizens in 
the greatest harmony, while all on the 
immutable principle of justice are enti- 
tled to equal rights. In the days of the 
latter Charles and James, the catholics and 
prssbytw-iaas w«e aecideatally oa ep- 
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tiiply is at great pains to contrast 
the blessinjrs of a prutestant admi- 
nistration with the miseries of what 
he tern)s a " papal" catiinef. The 
Dutch war is attributed entirely to 
the contjplion of the court ; and it 
is asserted, that the Catholics and 
French vixre tlie leaders oF the Eng- 
lish councils at that period. 

Alfiiough this work appeared full 
ten years atiterior to the re%'o!ution, 
and dwring the worst part of the 
reign of Charles li. yet it abounds 
■with high and exalted notions rela- 
tive to liberty. Mr. Marvel) asserts, 
that the king and subject are bound 
together by reciprocal obligations; 
and that the former ceases to be a 
legitimate sovereign, the moment he 
•ceases to be bound by ttiem. 

The kitrg and iiis ministers were 
so much oll'ended at this produc- 
tioHj that an advertisement appear- 
ed s-ooo after in the Giizette, to the 
following elfrcf: 

" Whereas there have been lately 
printed and piiblislied several sedi- 
Tii!US aiid scauda'ous liheis againsx 
the proceedings o4' both hcnises of 
i{>arlianK'nt, and other tiis in.iiesly's 
<:ourts of juslicp, to the divhouour 
of bis majesty's gove riinunt, and the 
iiazaid of the public peace: these 
are to give notice, that wiioever 
shall discover unto one of the se- 
cretaries of stale, the printer, pub- 
lisher, atiihor, or haiider to the press, 
of any of the saki libels, so tiiat e- 
vidence may be madt thereof to a 
jury, without iBCntioiiing tlw iufor- 
iiici' ; especially one libel, entitled, 
" An account of the Growth of Po- 
pery, &c." and another, " A Sea- 
sonable Argument to ail the (jrand 

petite political sides, the one espoused 
the side of power, and the other of liber- 
ty ; but in the present day, all those 
grounds of distinction should be obliterat- 
ed by a liberal removal of obstructions and 
3 common panicipaticn of cqusl. privi- 
Ir^es.— •/£. M. M.J 



Juries, &c." the discoverer shall bf. 
rewarded as follows: he shall have 
5<V, i(ir such discovery as afore- 
said of the printer, or the- publisher 
ot it from the press; attd for the 
han<ler of it to thse presr., ]00/. &c." 

According to Captain Thompson, 
this last pioduotion nobly declares 
his daring fortitude and patriotic vir- 
tue; ajKl though the court was so 
incensed against its author, yet it 
hath established »iis veracity and 
reputation. But, alas 1 he did not 
live to see the good efftcts of his 
publication, wiiicii in its manner 
was clear to bis penetration, aiiti 
which, t/ldmixon says, "was as fuii 
of truth as the addresses publisheii 
aftervAards in his majesty's gazettes, 
were full «f falsehoods."" 

The other work mentioned at the 
.«anje time in the gazette, and of 
which Mr. M. was also the author, 
is entitled, " A .Seasonable .Argument 
to persuade all the Grand Juries in 
England to petition for a new par- 
liament: or, a List of the principal 
Labourers in tliegi-'fat T'esign of Po- 
pery and Arhiti Hiy pov. er, wbo have 
betrayed their Country to the Con- 
spirators, and bargained with them 
to maintain a .stancin^j Annv, under 
theCommiand of the bigulted" popish 

L ; who, by the Assistance 

of the L. L.'s Scotch Army, the 
I'orces in Ireland, and those in 
France, hopes to bring ail back to 
Rome." 

'] his '* Seasonable Argument" 
merely consists of a list of the mem- 
bers who composed what was term- 
ed the pensioned parliament of Char- 
les the IL The following is a short 

" RF.DFOHD. 

"Sir Humphry Winch, bart. hath 
from the Court 500/. per an. sallary ; 
and was oi the Council of Trade tor 
PlantationE." 

"BEBliSBlRE. 

" ffintisor.— Sir Thomas Tliggon, 
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knt. hath a pension of 500/. per an. 
and hath had 4000/. in giftes ; mar- 
ried to the Earl of Bathe's sister." 

" Sir Francis Winningtonj knt. so- 
licitor-general to the king ; which 
place is worth 1500/. per an." 

" Reading. — Sir Thomas Doleman, 
hart. '2O0L per annum pension ; and 
Was assisted by the court in the 
cheating will, whereby he got Quar- 
les his estate, valued at 1600/. now 
clerk of the council, which is worth 
500/. per an. and is promised to be 
Secretary of State," &c. &-c. 

In 1676 appeared, "Mr. Smirke; 
or, the Divine in Mode : being 
certain Annotations upon the Ani- 
madversions on the Isaked Truth : 
tdgether with a short Historical Es- 
say, concerning General councils. 
Creeds, and Impositions in matters 
ni Heiigion. By Andreas Rivetus, 
junior, Anagr. Kes Nuda Veritas." 
The "^Ir. Smirke" here alluded to, 
appears to have been Dr. Francis 
Turner, mtistcr of St. John's college, 
Cambridge, who replied to a dis- 
course, by Herbert Crofts, bishop of 
Hereford,' called "The Naked Truth; 
or the True State of the Primitive 
Church : by an Humble Modera- 
tor." The violence of the former 
having aroused the indignation of the 
member for Hull, he attacked him in 
this pamphlet, and that with such suc- 
cess, that Mr. M. received a letter 
from the prelate, stating, " that be 
had the zealous prayers and hearty 
«ervice of the author of the Naked 
Truth." 

To this last publication, Mr. M. 
added the Historical E^say, touching 
general councils, creeds, and impo- 
»iiions in religion, for the express 
purpose of showing the absurdity of 
Imposing new articles of faith. 

The last prose work we sbsU here 
nientioB, was called, " A Seasonable 
Question, and an useful Answer, be- 
tween a parliament-man, in Corn- 
wall, and a Bencher of the Teaiple j 

MlF.UT MA*, so. xxxii. 



by A. M. 1676." The object of 
this is to enquire, whether the pro- 
rogation of parliament for fifteen 
months did not amount to a dissolu- 
tion ; it being concluded, that his 
Majesty had no power by the Ia«r 
to prorogue a parliament for more 
than a year. In the " Bencher's An- 
swer," it is stated, that by the 4th 
of Edw. in. cap. 14, and 36th of 
Edw. III. cap. 10, it is enacted, that 
" a parliament shall be holden every 
year, as another time was ordained." 
'rh is authority, we are told, was rein- 
forced by that " notable act of the 
16th of the late king (Charles I.) 
which provided efiectually for the 
summoning and electing a parlia- 
ment every three years, without the 
king's concurrent assent, if he ne- 
glected two years together to sum- 
mon a parliament, according to those 
statutes of Edward III." &c. It is 
the opinion of this lawyer, that if 
the king could prorogue for fif- 
teen months, " he may lawfully pro- 
rogue you for forty years if he please, 
and may refuse for ever to hold a 
parliament." 

The poems of Mr. Marvel! are 
numerous, and many of thejn often 
abound with wit, although there are 
some coar.'ie and indelicate expres- 
sions, which designate the reign in 
which they were written, and fully 
ju.=tify the following couplet : 
•' Uuhappy Dryden !— in all Charles' days, 

Roscommon only boasts unspotted bays." 

Of his satires, that written upon 
Sir Robert Viner's setting up an 
equestrian statueof the king, (Charles 
II.) in Wool-church-market, is 
one of the most severe, and begins 
thus ; 
" At citties that to the fierce conqueroi" 

yield. 
Bo at their own charges their dttadels 

build; 
So Sir Robert advanc'd the King's ttatue, 

in token 
0/ bankers defeatf^il— an^' Lombaid^lfeat 

br»k«B," 
Tf 
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The parapbrases of David's hymn 
on Giatitiide, which Mr. Addison has 
piinttd in ihe four iiundrcdand fifty- 
thiid number of the Sjjectator, con- 
fers great credit on Mr. Marvell's 
pretry, 
" When all thy mercies, O ! my God, 

My risingf soul surveys ; 
Transported with the view, I'm lost. 

In wonder, love, and praise. 

" O ! how shall words with equal warmth, 

The gratitude declare. 
That glows within my ravish'd heart ! 

But thou can'st read it there. 

" Thy providence my life sustain'd, 

Asd all my wants redress'd ; 
Wh*<n in the silent womb I lay. 

And hyhg upon the breast." &c. 

Perhaps, however, an ode, also in- 
cited ill the Spectator, in point of 
-dignity of ^thought, and harmony 
■of composition, ought to be consi- 
(U -red as one of the first produciioiis 
of the author. 

" Tlie spacious firmament on high. 
With all the blue ethereal sky ; 
And spangled heavens, a shining frame, 
'J iicir great Original proclaim. 

The unwearied sv.n from day to day 
Eoes his Cre.-.tor's pov.'er display ; 
/nd publishes to ev'ry land, 
*X he work of an Almightv hand. 

" Soon as the ev'ning shades prevail. 
The moon pursues the wond'rous tale; 
And nightly to the list'ning earth 
Repeats the story of her birth. 

The oeh'brated eh.'giac ballad of 
"William and Marsiaret,," claimed 
and printed by Mr. Mallet, in liis 
Poems, is t-aid by Captain 'I'liomp- 
.«nin, to have been written by our au- 
thor, in 1670. 

Ilaviiifc lluisattei.ipled to convey 
.^ome idea of the works of Andrew 
i\hirvel\, it only remains to be la- 
mented, that the actoMut of li is lat- 
ter j'ears is hivolved in ahiiost in- 
exiricablu obscurity. Alter pub- 
)i-hing his last celebrated work, he 
appears to h;ive withdrawn for a 
■wlnle. IImj lasst .'etlerexiaiit, is one 



fiom him to his friend Mr. Popple, 
dated June 10, 1678, in which he ob- 
serves: ''There have been great re- 
wards offered in private, and con- 
siderable ill the Gazette, to any one 
that would inform oi the author. — 
Three or four printed books .since 
have described, as near as it was 
proper to go, the man being a mem- 
ber of parliament, Mr. Marvell, to 
have been the author: but if he had, 
surely he should not have escaped 
being questioned in parliament, or 
some other place." On the 21Uh 
of July, however he appears to have 
been at Hull, and it is evident, from 
an entry ir\ the books of the corpo- 
ration, ■' that he held severr.l dis- 
courses about the town's affairs." 

Caplain Thompson, the last editor 
of his work, who supposes him ty 
have been treacherously murtleied, 
by means of a potion, e\|iresses 
himself in the foilowini,' maiiner : 

" And yet, alas! the period of h's 
thys was suddenly mat'e on the liitU 
oi .'\ugust, and by poison ; for lie 
was healthful and vijjorous, to the 
moment he was seized wiih the pre- 
ineUiiated ruin. Thus fell this ereat, 
good, and glorious man, in the hity- 
eighth j'ear of his age ; after passing 
through a rugged life of perpetual 
danger, a crut'l sacrifice to the dia- 
bolical machinations of the most 
profligate and wicked men.* 



' Implicit credit ought not to be given 
to the accounts of poisoning, with which 
we frequently meet in history. In an 
ag'e when ignorance of diseases prevailed, 
and suspicion was active, it was common 
to attribute sudden or uncommon dsaths 
to poison. Many of these tales have been 
rei'uied on irrefragable evidence, and fur 
the honour of human nature, it is hoped, 
other supposed instances of violent deaths 
might be refuted if we were in possession 
of all the documents necessary to eluci- 
date such portions of history. It is more 
ch.i!iiable, and we hope much nearer tlie 
truth to arraiijn former ages on account 
of tlicir general credulity, than to brand 
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Anflrt'vv Maivell, whose life was 
iliiislrious and whose death appears 
to have been equivocal, is described 
by Dr. Graijger, "as or a nuddiing 
stiituie, piccty strong set, rnuiidisli 
faced, cfierrv cheeked, hazel eyed, 
brovvM haired." We are told also in 
the i'iographica! History, " that lie 
was ill conversation very iuo;!esl, 
and of very few words." There was 
a portrait of him, painied in ItiGlt 
in the possession of the late Tli;>mas 
Ilollis, escj. of LincoUi's Inn, t.R. 
and A.-S.S, who was a great admi- 
rer of his character, independence, 
and talents. B■.\^il■e execmed -a print 
after this, in ITVti.and it is observ- 
ed of the original, "that if it docs 
not look so iivelv and wiltv, it, is 
from the chagrin :ind awe he had 
of the restoration, just llieii ciVected." 
Tiie clerical whiskers adorn the \\\i- 
per lip, and the conntenance posses- 
ses rather a somhrousappearance : in 
short, according to one w ho esK-eni- 
ed him greatly, " he is exhibited 
when he was ibrty-oiie, in ail the 
sobriety and decency ofthe then de- 
parted commonwealth " 

In point of language manv of his 
compositions are penned in a niii- 
jestic style ; altliongli at times he 
could assume the builesque, and was 
coiLsidered by his contejuporaries, as 
one of \he wittiest and most humo- 
rous writers of that (Ia5'. In Latin 
too, as vveil as English, he wroie 
with great facility ant) eloquence; 
and it was he who drew up the state- 
so many with cnieltr, as we must do, if 
we admit witliout examination, the many 
accounts which history hands down to us 
on this subject. Impartial justice in jude;e- 
iug fairly of our common nature requires 
us to pause and doubt. — (B. M. M.J 



papers, during the protectorate un- 
der the inspection of Milton. It 
was !>e also who penned the Parlia- 
nienti Anglice Declaratio." 

Marvell was more eminent for his 
virtues and his talents, than for his 
wealth. He, however left bebi.id 
him a small patrimonial estate, on 
which, and the honourable allowance 
from his constituents, paid after the 
manner of ancient times, he sub- 
sisted with credit; for having but 
few wants, he was nfcitiier extrava- 
gant or expensive. As he was flio 
last representative in this country 
who received pay from tho.se he 
represented, so he appears to have 
been the oiilv one, \\\m was ever 
buried at iheir expense ; the cor- 
poration of Hull having ordered fif- 
ty pountis to be issued for that pur- 
pose, September .'jO, 167S. 

Ilis body was interred in the 
church of St. Giles' in the fields; 
and in 1 688, a monument was erect- 
ed there to his memory by the tovi'n 
of Kingston-upon-IIull, with an epi- 
taph, at once e.xpiessive of " their 
grief and gratitude." This having 
been torirdown by the zealous roy- 
adsls, another inscription was plac- 
ed at the expense of one of his re- 
latives, of wdiich the following are 
the concluding lines : 

SACKED TO THE MEMORY OP ASDREflT 
MARVELL, 

As a strenuous assertor of the constitution. 

Laws and liberties of England, 

And out of family atTection, and admiration 

Of the uncorrupted probity of his life 

and manners, 

Robert Nettleton, of London, raer- 

chant, his 

Orand Nephew, 

Hath caused this small memotial of him, 

To be erected in the vear 1 'Si. 



